Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
What an odd Palm/Passion Sunday. There will be no elegant processions through the neighborhood, no
communal reading of the Passion. But we are experiencing parts of his passion right now.
Do you miss your family? The meal with loved ones is the cornerstone of our connections. Jesus didn’t
eat alone before his arrest. He ate a meal of memory, the Passover meal, with the Twelve. It was his will
that every time we eat that Bread and drink that Cup, we remember him.
Do you feel deep sorrow for the actions of your life that have wounded others deeply? Imagine Peter,
after his betrayal of Jesus, going out and weeping bitterly.
Are you isolated and lonely? Think of Jesus, chained in Caiaphas’ dungeon the night before his death.
Do you feel intimidated by bureaucracy right now? Imagine Jesus standing before Pilate, who had the
power to release him, or to crucify him.
Do you feel shame over any bullying you took part in when you were young? Imagine the shame of
those chief priests, scribes and elders who mocked the Crucified One and mocked God, saying He
trusted in God. Let God deliver him.
Are you worried about your investments and retirement funds? The soldiers entertained themselves at
the foot of the Cross, playing a gambling game with his garment, his sole possession.
Finally, do you love someone who is fighting fever and shortness of breath? Jesus is with them,
intimately. Crucifixion is really death by asphixiation.
The Passion of Jesus holds every suffering of this world. God did not abandon Jesus, but allowed him to
be with us in every way. Crowd the cross. It holds all the comfort you need.
What part of the Passion of Jesus resonates the most with you today?
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